
The Power of 
Podcasts

Abi Van Regenmorter
De Smet School District
Superintendent/Elem. Principal





If you could ask an expert about any topic, what wou   

- Finances
- Careers
- Hunting
- Self- help
- Sports
- Education



The value of 
podcasts 

depends on 
who is in  the 
dr iver ’s seat.



What is a Podcast?

● iPod + Broadcast = Podcast
● Podcasting is the method of distributing multimedia 

files over the Internet for playback on mobile devices 
and personal computers.

● Usually have the same structure as a talk radio show.



Definition

•New Oxford American Dictionary - word of the year 
2005
•Defined: a digital recording of a radio broadcast or 
similar program, made available on the Internet for 
downloading to a personal audio player



Popularity

● In 2018, 12 million people listened to a podcast for the first 
time!

● One-third of Americans ages 25-54 listen to podcasts monthly. 
Among people in the US aged 55 and over, just 13% listen 
monthly. 

● Podcast fans listen to an average of 7 shows per week (up 
40% from 2017).
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How many podcasts are out there?

Roughly 540,000 podcast titles

That number rises by about 2,000 weekly
There are over 65 podcasts about knitting and over 76 about wrestling!





What Makes a Good Podcast?

A combination of many elements, including:

•Personality

•Clear target audience

•Knowledge / expertise

•Storytelling and Editing

•Production quality

•Consistency



Popular Podcasts





Tips & Tricks

You can change the speed

Jump behind or ahead



How Can Schools Use Podcasts?

● Professional Development

● Student Created Content

● PR/Communicate

○ Activities

○ Goals

○ Awards
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Steps to a Successful Podcast

1) Start with a mission

2) Craft a clever name

3) Secure interesting interviews

4) Produce high- quality audio





How do I get podcasts on an iPhone?

If you don’t have the podcast icon -

Go to the App Store -

In the search bar, type podcasts and click on the arrow

(You will need your iTunes/App Store log - in & password.)

Once the podcast app is downloaded - you will not need a password/account.



Options in the podcast app

Library includes all episodes that you have
downloaded.

Browse is to look at all podcasts that are
available.

Search will allow you to find podcasts
out of all or just your library.



How do I get podcasts on Android?







Sometimes 
you’ll tuck 

and roll until 
you find the 

r ight podcast 
that you’re 
looking for .
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