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What is 
Farm
to School 

The Farm to School program strives to 
connect South Dakota’s children with local 
food producers to provide South Dakota 
youth with fresh grown food in our local 
communities. 



What is SD the Farm to School Network?

South Dakota Strategic Plan



South Dakota Strategic Plan



Farm to School Growth

Less than 3 Years 3-5 Years 6-10 Years Over 10 Years
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Debunking Myths around Farm to School
My school is too big/small/urban/rural 

to have a farm to school program 

It’s against the rules to buy local foods

Farm to school doesn’t 
help famers

Farm to School is only 
about food in the cafeteria

I need to sign up for the  
Farm to School Program



Farm to School 
Farm

• Farm
• Garden
• Orchard
• Greenhouse
• Ranch

School

• School Meal Programs
• Daycare
• Early Childcare Education
• After School Program
• Summer Feeding Program 
• Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 

Program (FFVP)

to



Win       Win    Win

Kids   Producers Community



Core Elements of Farm to School 

Procurement Education School Gardens



Community Benefits 

• Increased Revenue for Local Producers
• Job Creation
• Local Economic Growth
• Increased Community Engagement
• Increased Health Benefits 
• Improved Student Nutrition
• Increased Health Habits





USDA FARM TO SCHOOL CENSUS

https://farmtoschoolcensus.fns.usda.gov/



Where and How Do I 
Find Local Food? 

South Dakota 
Specialty Producers 

 

• Farm to School 
Toolkit folder 
provided in this class

https://sdspecialtyproducers.org/find-local-foods/



Finding Vegetable Growers…

https://sdspecialtyproducers.org/producers/vegetables/





Micro-purchasing in 5 Easy Steps
1. Determine a reasonable price for 
the items to be purchased

2. Single Purchase is less than $10,000 

3. Purchase from an approved source

4. Rotate purchases equitably among 
suppliers as possible

5. Maintain invoices or receipts to 
document purchases 
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Typical Foodservice Budget



20%

��

75% $37,500 $10,000Commercial 
Food Purchases 

Commodity 
Dollars 

Local 
Food Purchases

(excluding milk) 

Where are your 
district’s 

foodservice 
dollars being 

spent?

Budgeting for Local Food





How to Budget for Local Food

• Watermelon (Less prep than 
some foods)

Readily available at 
beginning of school year 

• Beef
Available year round

For SY 25-26
Find one or two items that are easy to integrate into the school lunch menu



• Begin the budget process with 
a commitment to purchase 
local food for SY 26-27. Identify 
a percentage or dollar amount

How to Budget for Local Food



Utilization of USDA 
Donated Product Dollars

Beef 

• Identify the amount of 
inventory already on hand

• Identify the products your 
district has forecasted to use 
with their donated food 
dollars

• Identify the amount of locally 
raised beef available

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Order 
Receipt System (FFAVORS)

• If you participate in the 
FFAVORS program, you can 
typically transfer money from 
the brown box balance over 
to the FFAVORS balance

For SY 25-26



How to Budget for Local Food and 
Utilize USDA Donated Products

• Menus for SY 26-27 should be 
complete by Jan. 1, 2026, so 
foodservice directors know 
how they want to most 
efficiently utilize their donated 
product dollars. 

• USDA Donated Food Survey is 
completed in February for the 
next school year 

• Sign up for the FFAVORS 
program if you haven’t 
already. 

• Review your FFAVORS 
orders and/or distributor 
orders to see how many 
pounds of product you’ve 
previously purchased 

• Identify seasonal 
fruits/veggies and forecast 
amount you plan to spend 

For SY 26-27



USDA F2S Census 2023 Data 



70

68
50

75

68

60

57 50



Top Five Local Food Purchases 

South Dakota

Nationwide



Beef 
to 

School 



Beef to School Participation SY 23-24



Processing Facility Locations SY 23-24



USDA FARM TO SCHOOL CENSUS

https://farmtoschoolcensus.fns.usda.gov/









12,200 Pounds of local food purchased in SY 24-25 





Serving the Community 





https://doe.sd.gov/farmtoschool/



Resources on Farm to School (F2S) Website 



Harvest of the Month 



Culinary Kit in the Classroom 
The F2S Culinary Kit in the Classroom project 

offers valuable and engaging ways for K-5 
classroom teachers to teach students about  SD 

local foods, food preparation, and where the food 
they eat comes from  

• Lesson Plans—K-1, 2-3, 4-5 
grade groups

• Recipes that support the 
lesson plans

• Reimbursement* for food 
supplies to teachers who 
receive the kits 

• Visit the F2S website for 
lesson plan

• 100 kits available in Feb. 
2026 

* Reimbursement dollars available until the allocated grant funds are exhausted





Garden in a Bucket

Cuddly Bear Daycare Rapid City 



Janelle.Peterson@state.sd.us

605-679-6788

Give Me 
a Shout! Janelle.Peterson@

state.sd.us

605-679-6788

mailto:Janelle.Peterson@state.sd.us
mailto:Janelle.Peterson@state.sd.us
mailto:Janelle.Peterson@state.sd.us
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